Blessed are the poor in spirit

Matthew 4:

 17 From that time on Jesus began to preach, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near."

· metanoeo: To change one's mind or purpose (to think afterwards – a break point in thinking)

...

23 Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people. 24News about him spread all over Syria, and people brought to him all who were ill with various diseases, those suffering severe pain, the demon-possessed, those having seizures, and the paralyzed, and he healed them. 25Large crowds from Galilee (very Jewish, nationalistic area), the Decapolis (very Greek, un-religious area), Jerusalem, Judea and the region across the Jordan followed him. 

Matthew 5

1Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, 2and he began to teach them saying: 

3"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven 

Introduction to the Beatitudes

Blessed (makarios ): A present blessing, a good state to be in currently. The Good News Bible translates it happy (though that seems odd in places...). Better to say favoured, well off, or even God-is-on-the-side-of.

These are not simply future blessings; it's not 'they will be blessed'.

Temptation to transactional thinking:

So much of gospel teaching rests on transactional thinking: You do this and God will do that. When you get yourself organised, get you beliefs in line, become morally more upright and acceptable... THEN the favour of God will be on you; His love, His blessing will come.

The religious mind wants to find the positive aspect of being 'poor in spirit', 'mourning', 'meek', or whatever, in order to justify / deserve receiving the blessing: I must find the good thing to be here, which earns me the blessing.

The Poor in Spirit:

Poor - ptōchoi – one who crouches and cowers, hence beggarly, poor 

This is not a favourable place to be – a negative description; these are the zeros, the nobodies, people who don't get it right, who aren't humble, who keep falling into temptations, pathetic. Nothing praiseworthy, noble or attractive in this term. 

Look at it from the other way: who are the rich in spirit?

· The people who get it right.

· The morally strong, upright and acceptable

· The people who can conquer their own demons

· Those people who are not subject to addictions, temptations, failures

· Those who get their beliefs and doctrine all lined up – they know exactly what to think and believe.

· Those people who work hard and keep their nose clean

To announce that such people are blessed and favoured by God would be kind of a no-brainer. It wouldn't really be good news – or news at all. It would just confirm the expectation of everyone: that God favours those really good people who have it all together. 

Instead Jesus makes the exuberant, counter intuitive declaration that God favours those who have nothing in them to deserve it, or explain it; He meets these people in all their weakness, their spiritual poorness. 

The 'blessedness' speaks to present, not exclusively future reality. Favoured are you when you realise your own loser-ness, how much you mess it up. God is on your side.

Mat 9

 9As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax collector's booth. "Follow me," he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him. 

 10While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew's house, many tax collectors and "sinners" came and ate with him and his disciples. 11When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, "Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and 'sinners'?" 

 12On hearing this, Jesus said, "It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 13But go and learn what this means: 'I desire mercy, not sacrifice.' For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners."

· Confusion... Doesn't God call the righteous?

· But of course none are righteous!

· That's the point. Why would Jesus come to call a bunch of people who had it all together already. It would make no sense. Jesus comes and calls us precisely because we 'need a doctor'.

Jesus promises us that God will meet us in the dark place; that even there he declares that we are acceptable, favoured, even blessed... 

If you can accept that God favours you there in the darkness, that can make you a very free person. What is there left to hide or to fear? You can own the contradictions and the paradoxes. There's nothing left you have to defend, or conceal or be fearful of. The part that fears I'm not good enough, not worthy – of course you are not good enough or worthy! That part can be laid down at the cross – that person can be crucified with Christ. Finally, in the knowledge that I have been embraced and met and blessed in all my ugliness, I can embrace everyone else in all their ugliness. I don't require them to meet any standard of doctrine or morality, because I know that I am the “worst of sinners”.

