Ephesians 6: 10-23

TNIV

 10 Finally, be strong in the Lord // and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes. 

· 'Put on': endusasthe – reminiscent of Eph4:24 'put on the new man' and several other scriptures. Note that the directive is not a more metaphysical 'pray on'.

· KJV: 2 Cor 6: 4But in all things approving ourselves as the ministers of God, in much patience, in afflictions, in necessities, in distresses, 
 5In stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labours, in watchings, in fastings; 
 6By pureness, by knowledge, by long suffering, by kindness, by the Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned,  7By the word of truth, by the power of God, by the armour of righteousness on the right hand and on the left, 

· the word can be translated armour or weapons, so perhaps 'arms' is a good compromise.

· To stand against the schemes / deceits of the false accuser (Diabolou). This word is also occasionally rendered as malicious gossips / slanderers. Note the focus on speech, the false word, the accusation.

12 For (Because) our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.

· Four 'against the' statement:
'archas' connotes origins or beginnings (so 'Principles'); exousias is power to act / authority / jurisdiction; kosmokratoras (world-rulers / forces / holders?) hapax legomenon; 'pneumatika'  'ponērias' 'epouraniois'  “against spiritual wickedness in high places.” KJV 

· A personal opinion:
Like several other passages in Ephesians, this one points to a cross over between spheres of reality or dimensions: specifically the heavenly sphere and the earthly. The suggestion here is that spiritual forces were created or employed in such a way as to have jurisdiction in the world. 
The fallen nature of creation seems tied up with the fallen nature of these forces: consider Genesis 1-3.

 13 Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground (to withstand  / to oppose / to resist), and after you have done everything, to stand. 

· There will be bad days.

· Standing firm. Reminds me of 4:14 and the idea of not being blown about by every wind. The call to be solid, to resist... to stand firm. Not so much to attack or tear down, hunt down etc. but a strength that is shown in resilience (not pig-headedness), in constancy and consistency... a courage, a faith.

· The temptation to dwell in a supernatural and fantastical realm is now soundly undercut by the solid, physical and practical nature of Paul's teaching.

· He does not advocate magic talismans, spells, Excalibur etc. but talks about truthfulness, faithfulness and right relationship. In essence he is saying 'get your head right'.

· The armour is not spiritual / invisible / metaphysical armour. It is a metaphor, and one that Paul is keen on using. Consider 1 Thess 5: “ 8and we, being of the day -- let us be sober, putting on a breastplate of faith and love, and an helmet -- a hope of salvation,”

14 Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, 

· 'having girded the loins of you with truth'
dressed in readiness; the loins = the waist, by extension procreative power / descendents; Truth – already extensively covered in ch4.

with the breastplate of righteousness in place, 

· Righteousness is the translation of 'dikaiosunēs' which relates to the Hebrew 'Tsedeq' family. Both terms connote with Justice and rightness more than concepts of being a moral, ethical, upstanding person (though that is not precluded). The emphasis must fall on being in right relationship: God's righteousness is expressed as his 'saving acts through history'. His righteousness leads to restoration, wholeness, being declared innocent. It is not an impossible perfect standard to which we can only compare ourselves in hopeless failure. 

15 and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. 

· Shod feet with preparation of the good news of peace / rest. Action to go, moreover to go in peace, in the good news – both proclaiming it and living in it.

16 In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 

· Assurance, belief, conviction: Not spiritual power juice, but more an attitude of mind and life

· What are the burning arrows: the trials of life?

· Note it says extinguish, not deflect. The arrows may still hit, but the fire will not consume us.

17 Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word (rema) of God. 

· As per 1Thess 5:8, I think this is refers to the hope of salvation covering our minds and our senses (primarily sited on our heads). Not exclusively about thought life, as the Greek term Kardias expresses that more fully. But the hope that through Christ we are being saved, made whole, healed, restored to peace, rescued… these should cover us as we interact with and consider the world and people about us. 

· Maybe as we look about, listen, experience and share our lives, we should do so through the filter that God’s justice is restorative, renewing, saving.

· The sword evokes the Spirit – Pneuma, God’s breath within us, that brings his ‘rema’ (utterances, commands). The (internal?) dialogue that brings His assurances, His direction, His peace, His prompting to action… I think this refers more to the prophetic word than to a blind application of scripture. The prophetic should always be tested against scripture though. 

    18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord's people. 19 Pray also for me, that whenever I speak, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, 20 for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as I should. 

· The call to this (internal) dialogue continues here in Paul’s entreaty to prayer.

Final Greetings

 21 Tychicus, the dear brother and faithful servant in the Lord, will tell you everything, so that you also may know how I am and what I am doing. 22 I am sending him to you for this very purpose, that you may know how we are, and that he may encourage you. 

    23 Peace to the brothers and sisters, and love with faith from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 24 Grace to all who love our Lord Jesus Christ with an undying love. [c] 

