Ephesians 5 - NIV

 21Submit to one another out of reverence for (fear of) Christ.

Wives and Husbands 

 22Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. 23For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. 24Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything. 

 25Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her 26to make her holy, cleansing[b] her by the washing with water through the word, 27and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. 28In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29After all, no one ever hated his own body, but he feeds and cares for it, just as Christ does the church— 30for we are members of his body. 31"For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh."[c] 32This is a profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ and the church. 33However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband.

· A community of Humility
“Rank yourself below one another out of fear  / awed reverence of the King; wives to their own husbands as to the Lord.”
The call here is to humility, the placing of one another above ourselves in the sure knowledge that Christ is Lord over all. 

· A community of Order and Unity
Here and elsewhere (Col 3, 1 Cor 11, 1 Peter 3 ) the model is one of hierarchy based upon Christ and His Body, the ekklesias. Paul's concern seems to be for order and propriety, but the model is one of sacrificial service and love. 
He also reaffirms the ideas of oneness that have permeated this letter; the husband and wife should regard themselves as one flesh. He uses the head and body analogy for husband and wife, then more explicitly 'husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies'. It's helpful to remember the concept of shalom – wholeness, healing, peace and harmony. It is an individual but also corporate reality: if it is disturbed, we all suffer.

· A community of Love
Again he uses a model of how Christ loves the assembly, an intimate portrait of the husband washing his wife through his words (rhema – sayings, utterances). 
The context is that under the law, for much of the time women were seen as unclean – spiritually polluted – due to their natural cycles. The language here overturns that – words like cleansed, made holy / sanctified, without blemish / disgrace. Women are affirmed and cherished: that is how Christ sees the church and that is how men should view their wives. 
Also, this implicitly demonstrates the importance of communication in a relationship. Consider the kind of words needed to make her radiant / glorious. 

· Encouragement, kindness, edification, Prayer

· Guidance / wisdom. The couple should take time to grow together in the study of scriptures and matters of faith. It doesn't matter if the wife is more intellectual or better read – the husband doesn't need to be the instructor; but he should take time to listen and understand the issues, to provide a sounding board, to take his role as the shepherd of his family.

· A Bigger (eschatological?) Picture
Paul gets side tracked into 'a profound mystery': he recalls the text of Genesis 2 of how a man and his wife become one flesh and relates it to Christ and the church. There is a powerful image for us here, that our unity is not just with one another, but together with and in Christ.

· Marriage becomes a powerful working out of this truth. The fullness of life – the fullness in Christ – is found within it? What does this have to say to a society when brokenness of Marriage is the norm?

· Is there a sense in which Christ 'left his Father and Mother'  to cleave to the Church? To become fully present and engaged with creation? That he forsook the joys and privileges of that relationship to claim and sanctify his bride? And the consummation of that is not just an historical event, but a present reality. 

Ephesians 6

Children and Parents 

 1Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2"Honor your father and mother"—which is the first commandment with a promise— 3"that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth."[a] 4Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.

Slaves and Masters 

 5Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, and with sincerity of heart, just as you would obey Christ. 6 (not according to eye-service as men-pleasers) Obey them not only to win their favor when their eye is on you, but like slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from your heart (your breath, your soul). 7Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not men, 8because you know that the Lord will reward everyone for whatever good he does, whether he is slave or free. 

 9And masters, treat your slaves in the same way. Do not threaten them, since you know that he who is both their Master and yours is in heaven, and there is no favoritism with him.

· Throughout this section, Paul is concerned with clarifying the status of those who were often vulnerable in his culture.
Women were often second-class citizens at best with few or no rights at all – they were possessions or chattels subject to the whims of others. Paul's view, though perhaps parochial to modern eyes, was revolutionary and empowering in his day.
The notions of childhood we have today, of cherished innocence and golden years are very modern inventions. Historically, children had few rights. Paul is advocating a healthy two-way relationship of respect and responsibility.
Passages like Eph 6: 5-9 are often used to claim that the bible favours or tolerates slavery. But we must understand the context. Slavery was a fact of life for Paul's world: he could no more have contemplate a world without it that we could a world without electricity or the internal combustion engine. While slaves were open to abuse, they were equally likely to be valued members of the household. Paul is not endorsing slavery, merely advocating a kind of integrity, where the slave should not harbour any deceit in their life. Paul also makes it clear to the masters that in God's eyes they have no superior status. This attitude is spun out in the Letter to Philemon; Paul makes it clear that a Slave is also a brother. This places something of a time-bomb under the whole institution of slavery: it becomes rather difficult to be a slave master in the traditional sense when you are also called to service and humility.

Gal 3:

 26You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, 27for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise. 

